
Achnamara	Peninsula	

Potential	Development	Ideas	

The	ideas	included	in	this	document	are	concepts	for	
discussion	only	at	this	time.	They	are	presented	as	
visions	of	possibility	for	the	future.	No	decisions	have	
been	made	and	nothing	in	this	document	has	been	
finalised.	Clearly	many	of	the	ideas	contained	herein	
would	be	subject	to	planning.	The	Achnamara	Village	
Hall	Committee	look	forward	to	discussion	these	and	
other	ideas	at	the	open	meeting	to	be	held	on	October	
17th	2019	in	Achnamara	Village	Hall.	



Potential	Developments	
for	Consideration	

 

New village hall and 
tourism facility built 
opposite the pier. 

Marine tourism and 
local boat use with 
improved facilities, 
including pontoon 

Scope to insert 
affordable 
housing into 
young woodland, 
and to re-use the 
village hall site 

Enhance walking 
route around the 
village, and link to 
the pier 

Hydro electric 
generator Retain 1930s conifer, 

and enhance village 
setting 

Hydro electric 
intake 

Scope for c5 woodlots to be 
developed  

 

Balure ruins 
provide scope 
for access to 
heritage 

Campervan hook up 
points, with pods 
further back in the 
forest 

c4 Forest crofts based 
around existing open 
ground 

Firewood/timber 
social enterprise in 
the woodland 

Achnamara CATS: The potential to make use of the forest area 

Clapper bridge  
has potential as 
heritage asset 

Rationalise 
village holdings 

Potential to 
link cycle 
routes into 
wider forest 
and other 
communities 

Possible hutting 
sites 



Why?	

•  Ageing	population	
•  No	village	hall	
•  School	closed	and	

decaying	
•  Loss	of	services	(bus?)	
•  Increasing	number	of	

holiday	homes	
•  Unmanaged	tourism	
•  Forest	managed	for	profit	

•  Retain	and	attract	people	
•  New	hall	
•  More	local	jobs	
•  Community	led	housing	

for	residents	
•  Forest	managed	for	

community	
•  Managed	‘slow	tourism’	
•  Resilient	community	
•  More	green	energy	

OR	



Potential	Impacts	of	Forest	Purchase	
Jobs	/	Occupations	 Community	Revenue	 Community	Social	

Enhancement	

New	Hall	 X	

Micro	Hydro	 X	

Better	pier,	slip	and		
shore	

X	 X	

Community	led	housing	 X	 X	

Self	build	plots	 X	 X	

Timber	sales	 X	 X	

Wood	fuels	business	 X	 X	 X	

Wood	lots	 X	 X	 X	

Woodland	crofts	 X	 X	 X	

Community	growing	
space	

X	 X	

Slow	tourism	facilities	
Pods	/	Huts	/	Hutting	

X	 X	 X	

Walking	and	cycling	trails	 X	



Village	Hall	
Issue	

•  Most	important	community	
asset	

•  Limited	remaining	life	
•  Needs	replaced	in	5-10	yrs		
•  Rebuild	costs	significant	
Opportunity	
•  Build	a	high	efficiency	building	

with	low	operating	costs	
•  Design	for	next	50+	years	
•  Could	we	locate	at	the	pier?	
•  Could	we	reuse	the	existing	

site	for	housing?	
•  Integrate	with	marine	and	

other	facilities?	
	

Note:	fund	raising	for	a	new	build	hall	is	
recognized	as	a	significant	challenge.		

Example	concept	



Micro	Hydro	
Opportunity	
•  Generate	up	to	200Kw	of	

green	energy	from	
Barnagadd	Burn	

•  Generate	a	cash	flow	for	
the	community,	subject	to	
costs,	financing,	etc…	

•  Potential	to	support	village	
projects	–	examples	-	hall	or	
marine	facilities	

Issues	
•  Electricity	sales	price	
•  Grid	connection	

Note:	Community	have	raised	concerns	
about	noise.	This	can	be	managed	with	
suitable	sound	insulation.	



Marine	Facilities	
Opportunity	
•  Improve	access	to	the	water	for	

marine	users	including	swimmers,	
sailors,	kayakers,	windsurfers	and	
fishermen	

•  Better	parking	
•  Access	to	the	water	via	a	pontoon	
•  Dinghies	could	be	left	on	the	pontoon	
•  A	better	slip	for	launching	boats	
•  Wash	down	facilities	
•  A	tender	park?	
•  A	location	for	the	skiff?	
•  Could	be	integrated	in	some	way					

with	a	new	hall	site	away	from	the	
village,	sharing	facilities	

•  Create	some	work	associated	with	
managing	the	facilities.	

	

To	Achnamara	

Pier	

Slipway	

Hall	
and	
pier	

parking	

New	
hall	

RVs	

Toilets		
Showers	
Laundry	Tender	

park	

Pontoon	

Visitors		
moorings	



Community	Led	Housing	
Opportunity	
•  Affordable	housing	
•  Attract	families	back	to	the	village	
•  For	residents	only	(through	

burdens)	
•  Improve	village	demography	
•  Increase	resident	numbers	–	

more	critical	mass	for	services	
and	activities	in	future	

•  Opportunity	for	some	community	
led	housing	or	self	build	plots	(5	
or	6	?)	

•  Generate	revenue	for	community	
projects	from	lease	/sale	

	

Potential	areas	for	
some	community	led	
housing	or	self	build	
plots	

Sites	shown	are	conceptual	only	
and	are	all	subject	to	consultation,	
feasibility,	planning,	etc… 	
	



Forest	Timber	Sales	
Issue	
•  Community	not	benefiting	

directly	from	the	forest		

Opportunity	
•  Community	Asset	Transfer	

(CAT)	of	forest	around	
Achnamara	with	funds	from	
SLF	

•  Regular	timber	sales	to	
generate	funds	for	the	
community	–	up	to	£0.5	mil	
over	25	years	

•  Benefits	subject	to	timber	
prices	and	cost	of	operation	/	
restocking	

	

Note:	Requires	disciplined	management	
of	the	forest	as	a	working	entity	



Forest	Crofts,	Wood	Lots	&	Wood	Fuels	

Opportunity	
•  Allocate	some	of	the	forest	area	to	

forest	crofts	and	small	wood	
businesses	

•  Forest	crofts	can	be	established	
under	crofting	law	

•  Potential	to	establish	a	house	on	a	
croft	creating	additional	residents	in	
the	area	increasing	critical	mass	

•  Small	business	opportunity	on	wood	
lots	

•  Wood	fuels	business	to	supply	local	
residents	

•  Potential	for	jobs	/	occupation	
•  Generate	some	revenue	for	the	

community	

	



Community	Growing	Space	

Opportunity	
•  Allocate	some	community	land	to	

a	poly	tunnel	
•  Grow	healthier	organic	food	
•  A	place	to	meet	and	socialise	
•  Swap	plants	and	seeds	
•  Share	/	trade	produce	
•  Residents	pay	a	small	rent	for	

access	to	generate	small	amount	
of	revenue	for	upkeep	

	



Visitor	Facilities	–	Pods/Huts	
Opportunity	
•  Growing	number	of	places	in	

Scotland	offering	visitor	
accommodation	in	pods	/	huts.	

•  We	are	an	ideal	area	for	
encouraging	‘slow	tourism’	–	
walkers,	cyclists,	kayakers	

•  Generate	up	to	£5k	revenue	for	
the	community	per	annum	

•  Could	be	integrated	in	some	way	
with	a	new	village	hall	site	away	
from	the	village,	sharing	facilities	

•  Create	some	work	associated	
with	managing	the	facilities	

	

Note:	Community	has	expressed	some	
concern	about	the	creation	of	facilities	
for	visitors	



Hutting	
What	is	Hutting?	

A	movement	which	
encourages	people	to	retreat	
to	small	low-impact	properties	
in	natural	settings	for	rest	and	
recreation.	
Would	this	have	a	place	in	a	
Community	Forest?	
Opportunity?	
•  An	expanded	community	of	

people	who	appreciate	the	
forest	

•  Potential	for	revenue	
generation	for	the	
community	



Walking	and	Cycling	Trails	
Opportunity	
•  Create	interesting	trails	around	

the	forest	specifically	for	walkers	
and	cyclists	

•  Create	an	off	road	walk	from	the	
village	to	the	pier	

•  Map	boards	to	guide	visitors	
•  Potential	to	link	to	other	trails	

and	communities	
•  Potential	for	accommodation	for	

long	distance	walkers	and	cyclists	
in	pods	–	Columba	Way	pilgrims	/	
Round	Britain	walkers	/	…	

•  Not	an	income	generator	so	
grants	would	be	required	

	



Visitor	Facilities	-	Vans	

Opportunity	
•  Create	a	limited	number	of	spaces	for	

camper	vans	(5?)	with	electrical	
hook-ups	and	access	to	toilets	&	
showers	and	proper	waste	disposal	

•  Camper	Vans	can	be	directed	to	
managed	facilities	and	away	from	
private	or	inappropriate	locations	

•  Generate	up	to	£5k	revenue	for	the	
community	per	annum	

•  Create	some	work	associated	with	
managing	the	facilities	

	

Issue	
•  Increasing	numbers	of	uncontrolled	

overnight	visitors	in	the	area	
•  Waste	disposal	is	an	issue	

If	a	new	village	hall	was	located	opposite	
the	pier	some	CV	hook-ups	could	be	
installed	alongside.	Visitors	could	use	the	
facilities	including	toilets,	showers	and	
laundry.	The	same	facilities	could	be	
available	to	marine	visitors.	

Possible	site	


