




Community survey Q1: What makes 
Achnamara Peninsula a good place 
to live?

Achnamara Village Hall

Achnamara Barbeque at the Slip ‘My top focus would 
be on the slip area. 
This could become a 
centre for water based 
activity. It could include 
a dinghy park and 
provide good access 
for sailing, kayaking, 
paddle boarding, etc... 
It could have a picnic 
table, bench and 
perhaps a changing 
shed or similar.’  

Natural envirenment

Community Spirit

Village Hall, events and activities

Peace and Quiet

Forest access and footpaths

Water access

Family ties
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Community survey Q5: Do you 
think the community should 
invetigate buying land e.g:

		  None of the above

Achnamara Slip

Achnamara Pier

			   Woodland behind the Hall

			   Woodland towards / opposite the...

	 Commercial forestry

				    Land for housing for local people 
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Answered: 49  Skipped: 4Answered: 53  Skipped: 0



Headline Priorities  
for Action
1.	 Maintaining and improving community facilities and 

infrastructure where we can 

2.	 Better connectivity – both mobile phone and broadband 

3.	 Protecting our beautiful natural and marine environment 
and improving access to it 

4.	 Enabling more people of a range of ages to live in our 
community.

‘.... continue with 
initiatives like building 
the skiff, Daisy Bell. 
This seemed to have 
a positive impact on 
the local community 
and continues to be 
used. These projects 
encourage the 
community to work  
and enjoy together.....’

Our Challenges
Like all small rural communities, we have challenges 
to overcome. These were identified by the 
Community as:

1.	 A small and aging population: although new 
families have recently moved to our community, 
the demographic still skews towards older 
retirees 

2.	 Volunteer capacity and fatigue: we have 
delivered a range of projects but volunteer 
numbers are small and we must remain focused 

3.	 Aging physical infrastructure and facilities: for 
example, the communal village sewage system 
needs upgrading  

4.	 Poor quality digital and mobile phone 
connectivity: these can discourage people from 
living and working here

		  None of the above

Achnamara Slip

Achnamara Pier

			   Woodland behind the Hall

			   Woodland towards / opposite the...

	 Commercial forestry

				    Land for housing for local people 

Volunteer training in 
Achnamara Village Hall

The Skiff ‘Daisy Bell’

Some of the Shed 
Team at work



Our Action Plan for 
2026 – 2031

Community dreams for 
Achnamara in the future:

‘A quiet, peaceful place with 
good community spirit and 
hall events.’ 

‘For it to continue to be alive 
with families and young 
people. For the environment 
to remain unspoilt’

We have identifi ed four key 
themes to focus on over the next 
fi ve years. To address these, 
we will work as a community to 
carry out the following actions, 

prioritising those that can best 
be delivered within a reasonable 
timescale, depending on situation 
and volunteer capacity. 

Increased community cohesion and 
resilience

Addressing rural isolation 

Increased community
engagement and participation

Positive health and wellbeing for our 
community members

Supporting our communityduring 
emergencies, especially power outages  
and road blockages

Potential long term income stream to 
support  community resilience

More people living and working in our 
community

Supporting local businesses

Reducing fuel poverty by increasing 
access to smart meters

Addressing cost of living increases

Improved safety and access 
to Loch Sween

Increased numbers of people accessing 
and benefi tting from Loch Sween

Increased numbers of people accessing 
and benefi ting from Knapdale woodland

Improved health and wellbeing for the 
local community and visitors to the area

Increased appreciation of the
area we live in to ensure its long-term 
protection and enhancement

Increased use of moorings and loch 
access

Security of safe access to loch for water 
users

Improved waterquality in upper 
LochSween.

More young people and families 
engaged in the community

More full time residents

Support for older or less able residents in 
the community,
where needed

More volunteers actively engaging in the 
community

Community 
Resilience
Continue to support 
our community to 
socialise together 
and care for each 
other

Connectivity and 
Infrastructure
Improve digital 
connectivity

Environment 
Help our community 
to have better 
access to the 
loch, shores and 
woodlands around 
us.

Population
Enable more people 
of a range of 
ages to live in our 
community 

Maintain the Village Hall and 
Community Shed so we can continue to 
deliver a range of activities and events

Be active listeners to ensure we are 
delivering the services and facilities our 
community wants and needs

Continue to build strong and effective 
community communications and 
responses, of especial value in times of 
emergency

Maintain connection with Tayvallich and 
surrounding villages regarding potential 
windfarm investment to secure future 
income streams

Continue to push providers to improve 
mobile phone and digital services at 
accessible prices

Pursue Community ownership of 
the slip

Improve access to Knapdale Forest, 
including benches for community 
and visitors

Continue to develop activities that 
protect and responsibly use our natural 
and marine environments

Improve safe access, storage and 
facilities for the Achnamara moorings

Investigate potential ownership and 
long-term preservation of the pier

Investigate improvement to village 
sewage system

Ensure Achnamara can provide a good 
living environment for residents of all 
ages

Consider Hall and Shed activities for all 
ages

Undertake a Housing Needs Survey to 
understand future demand for housing

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO

Achnamara Village 
Hall Committee

Achnamara Shed 
Team

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO

Forest Land Scotland

Achnamara 
Moorings Association

SEPA

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO

Theme Action Expected Outcomes Led by

More people living and working in our 
community

Supporting local businesses

Reducing fuel poverty by increasing 
access to smart meters

Addressing cost of living increases

Connectivity and 
Infrastructure
Improve digital 
connectivity

Continue to push providers to improve 
mobile phone and digital services at 
accessible prices

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO

More young people and families 
engaged in the community

More full time residents

Support for older or less able residents in 
the community,
where needed

More volunteers actively engaging in the 
community

Population
Enable more people 
of a range of 
ages to live in our 
community 

Ensure Achnamara can provide a good 
living environment for residents of all 
ages

Consider Hall and Shed activities for all 
ages

Undertake a Housing Needs Survey to 
understand future demand for housing

Achnamara 
Community Trust 
SCIO



You can find out more by visiting 
www.achnamara.org

What is your 
dream for 
Achnamara?

‘That Achnamara continues 
to be a friendly and 
welcoming village, with a 
thriving Village Hall and 
ownership of the slip. People 
look out for and support 
each other and we all have 
access to, and work together 
to maintain, the amazing 
environment around us.’ 

‘[to be a] Small thriving 
community for all age groups 
with a large percentage of 
permanent residents’ Kilmory Beach, Knapdale

The Skiff - Daisy Bell


